
 

 

1 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Chairman's Notes 
 

The administrative year draws to a close with 
the AGM next month, on June 27th, for which 

the paperwork will be forwarded by June 6th, 
allowing three weeks' notice which is required by 
the Knole Constitution.  
 

This will comprise the following documents: 
1. Agenda of Meeting 

2. Trustees' Report 
3. Knole Accounts 2021-2022 
4. Minutes of 13th AGM 2021 

5. Membership Application form 2022 
All of this will be sent by email, so if you wish to 
refer to the papers at the AGM you should print 

off a copy to bring for your own use. Please 
note, we require an attendance of 82 for the 
meeting to be quorate. Also, you may renew 

your membership at the meeting. It is essential 
to return the completed form to finalise our 
records. 

______________________ 

With much regret, we say goodbye to three 
members of the committee. Gill Walker has 

acted as Secretary for the last two years - but 
she was also the database handler in the early 
years of Knole, and worked with Lesley and 

Lionel to maintain our records. Delma Moore 
stands down after four very demanding years 
when she has been the Beacon Administrator 

(handling the database) as well as the Groups 
Co-ordinator - a very exacting and far-reaching 

role. Delma will continue to help off-committee 
with the Handbook and Newsletters.  Then Lionel 
Parkes has resigned from his more recent roles 

on the committee, serving as temporary 
Treasurer, and then manager of the Knole 
Website and the Skill Bank, two areas he will 

continue to supervise. We thank them for their 
professionalism and dedication to the successful 
running of this U3A. 

Magda Sweetland 
Magda Sweetland 

Chairman Knole U3A 
01732-461901 
Chairman@knoleU3A.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Meetings 
 

We apologise to members for the poor sound 

quality from the hall microphone at the April 
Monthly Meeting. Unfortuntely, the regular 
caretaker, Adam, was on holiday and couldn't 

bring his expertise to the problem. We realise 
how disappointing this is. 
______________________________________ 
Monday 23rd May 

Ann Lovelace M.B.E. will talk about her work 
fundraising for the Orpheus Centre in 

Canterbury.  The Centre specialises in providing 
experience of music, and offering training where 
suitable, in different skills and types of 

participation to young disabled people. Ann will 
be accompanied by two former Orpheus 
students, Jo and Angus who will perform for 

members.  Jo, who will be accompanied by her 
father, is blind and slightly autistic and Angus 
has Aspergers. 

______________________________________
Monday 27th June  - 14th AGM                       
The speaker after the business of the afternoon 

is Dr David Jones, whose talk was cancelled in 
January. In June, he will speak on the same 
topic: The Most Dangerous animals in the world. 

Dr Jones is an experienced zoologist with some 
observations to surprise you. 

_______________________________________ 

Knole Handbook 2022 

The committee has decided not to issue a new 

Handbook this summer, as there are very few 
changes to the Study Groups year on year. 
Instead,we will issue an update to all members, 

in the form of an A4 sheet with any relevant 
data, so please safeguard your copy of the 

2021-22 Handbook (with the pale green cover.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Knole 

Knole U3A can be found at—http://www.knoleU3A.org.uk 

 

No 78 May 2022 

Please send articles for the July Newsletter to 

Chairman@KnoleU3A.org.uk by July 21st and 

to groups@knoleU3A.org.uk with any 

update on Study Groups. 
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News from the Groups 

Rusty Riders 

 

Eleven Members of the group met last Friday on 
the village green at Leigh and cycled to 
Penshurst then along the banks of the Medway 

to Hayesden Park and to Tonbridge for coffee 
where this picture was taken.   We then returned 
to Leigh. This was a little shorter than usual but 

we all enjoyed the good weather and seeing the 

countryside from a different viewpoint. 

_______________________________________ 

London Studies 1  

We met in March and walked 5 London Bridges, 

from Lambeth Bridge to Southwark Bridge, 
learning about the bridges' history en route, and 

enjoying the gardens along the Embankment. 

______________________________________ 

Book Group 1  

We are continuing to meet regularly and our two 

latest members, recruited at our September 
Open Afternoon have made up our number to 8. 
We feel this is a good number to facilitate lively 

discussion of our chosen books and also ensure 

we have a varied selection of books to read. 

_______________________________________ 

Historic Buildings  

In April, we enjoyed a visit to Charleston House, 
the modernist home of Vanessa Bell (sister of 

Virginia Wolf) and Duncan Grant. We also visited 
nearby Berwick Church, with its decorative 
murals. In May we visit Lullingstone Castle, then 

in June Restoration House in Rochester. 

_______________________________________ 

Film Group 

We are back in harness again and our last couple 
of films have been very thought provoking. They 

were The Lion and Nomadland 

Nomadland was notable as only 2 people were 
professional actors, the rest of the cast (which 

was quite numerous) were played by the actual 

people living in Nomadland. 

Our next film is Manchester by the Sea  

followed by The Kite Runner. 

 

MOT1 

 

We recently visited Emmetts Gardens. The 
bluebells were out to greet us in their beautiful 
blue, plus the azaleas and rhododendrons are 

beginning to colour. Well worth a visit. 

_______________________________________ 

MOT3  

In March we visited the Stag cinema twice to see 
The Duke and Phantom of the Opera, both 
worth seeing. We visited Denbies Vineyard and 

were fortunate to have fine weather and our 
guide was very amusing and we were given lots 

of information about the growing and production 
of wine, including a tasting of several of them 
which, sadly, the drivers were unable to enjoy.  

We went to Canary Wharf to have a look around 
to see how the area had developed which is 
largely high rise buildings and an underground 

shopping mall and we stayed for lunch before 
moving on to the Titanic exhibition at Surrey 
Dock which was quite interesting but I'm not 

sure that we were aware of most of it and finally 
we made our regular visit to The Oast.  April 
saw a reduction in activities partly because 

Easter disrupted our usual activity and also The 
Oast play had already been seen by members of 
the theatre group but we managed two cinema 

visits. 

We have a visit to the Vera Lynn exhibition 

planned for May and a visit to the cinema and 

further visits to The Oast. 

______________________________________ 

Poetry 1 

It is a pleasure for group members to be able to 
meet in person again, maintaining some Covid 

protocols where we can. Our programme has 
been adaptable, and recently included poems by 
minor poets, and a session devoted to travel 

poems found in Andrew Motion’s anthology, 
‘Here to Eternity’. Earlier we spent time on 
Shakespeare soliloquies and also studied John 

Milton. This year we returned to Thomas Hardy, 
who we first met with as a group in October 
2010, our second year. We have welcomed a 

new member, who was first drawn to poetry by 
exploring her father’s library. We are now 9 

members strong. 
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London Studies 8  

We are gradually getting back on track and 
enjoyed a guided tour of Southwark Cathedral in 
early April. Our next outing in May is a tour of 

the Southwark area with a Blue Badge guide.             

_______________________________________ 

Table tennis 

Our 2 table tennis groups continue to thrive. We 

meet at Otford Village Memorial Hall on 
Wednesday mornings and 1st and 3rd Friday 
afternoons. The emphasis is on taking part and 

having fun. Everyone is welcome. If you would 
like to join us, contact Margaret Thorpe on 

01732 460307 or tabletennis@knoleu3a.org.uk  

__________________________________

Bird watching 

 

We have recently visited Oare Marshes, where 
we can always see a variety of water birds and 
waders, and this visit offered 32 different 

species including a flock of Northern Pintails - 
enough to excite even our most experienced 
member! In April we visited a new area for us, 

namely Chobham Common, in the company of 
our long-term friend and expert Michael Jones, 
now employed by Thames Basin Heaths 

Partnership. Our aim was to see the Dartford 
Warbler, a very elusive bird, and we were 
treated, thanks to Michael, to some excellent 

sightings. We were also given a close inspection 
by a Red Kite circling above us as the photo 
shows. The heathland offers a complete contrast 

in bird life to the more usual wetland areas and 
we were well rewarded. Up and coming meetings 
include an evening visit to Broadwater Warren in 

Tunbridge Wells to experience for only the 
second time the evening activities and calls of 
the Nightjars. If you would like to join our group, 

contact birdwatching@knoleu3a.org.uk or 

telephone 01732 460307 

__________________________________

Half day walking group  

We are a well established walking group of 16 
and enjoy our monthly walks and friendship 

together. The support within the group is second 
to none. We have walked in a variety of places in 
North Kent and Surrey including Woldingham old 

village and Gangers hill, Farningham woods, 
different Medway walks to Wateringbury and 
Teston lock and this month we’re looking 

forward to a ‘beautiful bluebell’ walk in 
Knockholt with usually a stop for coffee and 

always a mandatory pub lunch at the end! 

______________________________________ 

London Studies 4 

 

On 26th April, visited the Spitalfields area of  

London.  We walked through the market and 
viewed some of the fine Georgian houses 
occupied by the Huguenots, an influential French 

Protestant group who settled in Spitalfields from 
1570 onwards. In 1800 the Jewish community 
settled in the East End, many moving into 

previous Huguenot houses. The Bangladeshi 

community have now settled into Spitalfields. 

_______________________________________ 

Evening Dining Group 2  

We have been meeting each month since August 
2021.  We meet on the 3rd Saturday of the 

month and have had some very good meals in 
pubs in the village surrounding Sevenoaks. 
Unfortunately, there are no vacancies in the 

group at the moment. 

Groups with Vacancies 

Genealogy for Beginners 
Members are taught how to research their family 

ancestors from various sources, and use a 
Family Tree program. Computer is necessary. 

Meeting: 3rd Monday 

Contact: John Phillips – 07831 214671  
email:genealogy@knoleu3a.org.uk 

 
London Studies 6 

Join us on discovering London, with its rich 

history and diversity. 
Meeting: last Tuesday of the month. 

Contact: Alison Head – 01959 523286 or 07941 

272658 email:londonstudies6@knoleu3a.org.uk 
 

London Walks 1 

After a long break enforced by Covid Lock downs 
etc., London Walks 1 will resume their 

exploration of London, beginning in June. We 

take turns to plan and lead a walk in an area of 
London of our choice. The day is always 

enjoyable and interesting, and the company 

excellent! Meeting: 3rd Wednesday 
Contact: Margaret Thorpe – 01732 460307 

email: londonwalks1@knoleu3a.org.uk 

mailto:tabletennis@knoleu3a.org.uk
mailto:birdwatching@knoleu3a.org.uk

