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Chairman’s Report

This year we celebrate 15 years of Knole u3a. A small band of enthusiastic and at that time,
relevant strangers to one another, came together to form Knole in 2009. It is wonderful to reflect
that most of that small band are still loyal members of Knole now. We have an enviable number of
Study Groups and although some inevitably close down for various reasons, others are formed to
take their place and I think that is a sign of a very healthy and vibrant u3a. We have a strong, hard
working committee and hope to have new members join us at the AGM. There is always a friendly
and welcoming atmosphere whenever members get together and there is often a lot of laughter,
always a good sign! We held a very successful and well attended Group Contacts meeting last
month and we are very grateful to all Group Contacts, past and present, for all the hard work they
do on our behalf. Our membership has grown this year and we are back to pre-pandemic numbers.
I think Knole has much to celebrate and much to look forward to in the future.
Debbie Magness
Chairman

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
New Treasurer, Howard Dilley
I moved to the Sevenoaks area with my family in 1974, six years in Knockholt
from 1980 in Chipstead where I still live. For twenty years I worked in industry as
a management accountant and then as finance director for a shipping company.
While there I moved to general management running container freight services to
South and East Africa. From 1988 I ran a family company engaged in
engineering and manufacturing. I still work part time for this company and will
retire at the end of 2024. I have been involved in tennis, squash and athletics as
well as on Chevening Parish Council for twelve years. I have been at various

times treasurer of two sports clubs so have some experience with these types of things. Knowing I
had more spare time coming up I joined u3a Knole at the end of last year and have very much
enjoyed the Science lectures that I have been to. I am hoping to join a poetry group that is in the
process of being formed fairly soon. Full retirement will give me the opportunity to do more and I
appreciate there is a wide range of things I can be involved in in u3a which I shall enjoy.

http://www.knoleu3a.org.uk


Life lessons
Words of wisdom by u3a founder Eric Midwinter sharing his top-line philosophy on life. Taken
from the Spring edition of u3a Matters.

BE POSITIVE: Every morning, repeat: “I am an active citizen, not a passive social casualty.”
We are privileged to be the first-ever generation of a society to see most people survive a
natural life span, so grasp the opportunities these valuable years bring. Make sure that in the
long letter of life, you end with a glorious paragraph rather than a skimpy postscript.

GET INVOLVED: The u3a is a thriving, evolving organisation, but being part of it – as implied
in the small print when members join – obliges everyone to contribute to the working of the
organisation, and to help recruit new members. This is a mutual, proactive cooperative – not a
dated Darby and Joan club where members amble along being looked after by others!

SET GOALS: Have purposes and targets, things that you aim to do, whether travelling,
writing your memories, or choosing new learning themes: give yourself ‘commissions’ to
complete by a certain date. As a writer, I have found that having deadlines has, paradoxically,
kept me alive. And finally: never look up medical symptoms on the internet – that’s lethal…
What are your Words of Wisdom? Send your short and sweet thoughts to
newsletter@knoleu3a.org.uk

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sevenoaks German Group

Sevenoaks U3A is looking for at least two new members for the German Conversation Group.
The name of the group sums it up. We meet round the lunch table, bringing our own food and
taking turns to host. To keep everyone in the conversation the group limit is eight - the size of
members’ tables also puts a practical limit on numbers. The tone is very informal and language
level is fairly basic. Conversation is as it happens, there is no structure and no material
prepared, so you need at least to be able to string a sentence together! Group membership
only changes slowly over time so we meet as friends and incidental learners rather than
students with language goals. All of us have spent time in German-speaking countries – mostly
a long time ago – so meetings offer a chance to keep some of the rust off our knowledge or to
reawaken it.
If you are interested please contact Nigel Britten at german@sevenoaksu3a.org.uk

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Birdwatching Group Oare Marshes

This picture was taken on a freezing cold January Friday at
Oare Marshes, a nature reserve run by the Kent Wildlife Trust.
9 of us met there to discover that a very rare Lesser
White-fronted Goose was visiting, and indeed this seemed to
attract an unusually large number of groups that day. As you
can see two of our party had scopes and we were rewarded
with good sightings of 31 different species including Curlew,
Turnstones, Grey Plover, Oystercatchers, Dunlin, Great
crested Grebe, Cormorants, and dozens of Avocet, Lapwings
and Redshanks, which put on a stunning coordinated flying
display when disturbed. There were many ducks too on the
scrapes in the Marshes including Shelduck, Pochard, Teal,
Mallard, Pintails and Shovelers. But my particular favourite
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were the Spoonbills! We also saw a pair of pheasant, a pair of stonechats and even a kingfisher
darted past, but unfortunately I was looking the other way at that moment! On future trips I shall try
to photograph more birds to include in these reports, but my phone camera isn’t really up to close
ups of most of what we see, so I shall have to persuade someone with a better camera (and more
skill!) to do the honours.

Birdwatching Group Rainham Marshes Essex

This site was a firing range during the war and has the remains of the targets still visible. Sitting on
the top of no2 target was this kestrel which put on a brilliant display of its hunting prowess right in
front of us. It’s amazing how still the body is kept by the frantic work of the wings as it hovers over
its prey on the ground beneath!

It is now an extensive RSPB reserve with an
excellent visitors centre. 6 of us made this trip
and had to negotiate some very muddy paths
after exceptionally high rainfall for most of
January – even walking the plank at one
point! However the rain held off and we were
rewarded with plenty of wonderful sightings.
Our favourites were the kestrel and the Marsh
Harrier that was clearly collecting nesting
material in its beak. We also saw many
different species of duck including Gadwall
Teal Shoveler Pintail Shelduck Mallard
Pochard and Tufted duck. There were
Canada geese and lots of Snipe Redshank
Lapwings Avocets and gulls. And in the
hedgerows we saw magpies, robins,
stonechat and heard a Cetti’s warbler. A
thoroughly enjoyable day and the rain held off
for us!

Bird Watching Group Rye Harbour
Once again only 6 hardy souls made the
trip to Rye Harbour on what turned out to
be a very cold windy day, but this time with
sunshine and not so much mud! Once
again we had a lovely time and saw a wide
variety of seabirds and waders. Our
highlights on this occasion however were
the skylarks which were plentiful and sang
beautifully. And the little grebes who were
fishing just in front of our hide, when one
caught a fish and ate it as we watched.
The visitor centre is well stocked and has
a cafeteria where we had lunch together
before the journey back. Next month we
are off to Tudeley Woods and in May to Northward Hill.

Do get in touch if you would like to join us. If you are free on the 2nd Friday of each month.

Contact: Ann Windiate birdwatching@knoleu3a.org.uk



London Studies 4

On Thursday 21st March our group of 14
people visited The Oval Cricket Ground for a 2
hour tour given by Mike Stimpson, a volunteer
at The Surrey Cricket Club. We were shown all
around from the top to the bottom of the stands
and we went into the commentary boxes used
by the many famous broadcasters. Brian
Johnstone was one of these and one of his
hilarious comments were ‘The bowler is holding
the batsman's Willey’, the whole of the
commentary box was reduced to laughter that
lasted for about five minutes!
We visited the changing rooms where all
players from around the world had signed the
walls. It was very interesting finding all the
famous players. We saw all the equipment
used to prepare the ground mowers, rollers
and small scarifying tractors etc.

In the Long Room we were able to access the wonderful museum containing many old and new
bats, stumps, pads, gloves etc that had been used by past players. We all enjoyed the tour and it
was well worth the visit, I would recommend it to anyone.

London Studies 8

Visited Leighton House and Sambourne House in the
Holland Park area in early March. Leighton House was
particularly interesting, with some ornate decor and plenty of
information on each room.
There was also a cafe at the end offering light refreshments.
Sambourne House was a short walk away, again with info
available in each room.

London Studies 5

We had a very enjoyable tour of the Royal Albert Hall. Our guide was very informative and
entertaining. We were also shown the Royal Box and inside the private interval room.



Half Day Walks 4

Exploring Stansted's Hidden Gems
So, we decided this time to check out this place called Stansted.
It's what the locals call the "middle of nowhere." Then, starting off
from the pub's car park, walking along roads, muddy paths, and
fields.
Along the way, we caught glimpses of the London Golf Club and
the fancy Hilltop Hotel and Restaurant, treating ourselves to some
amazing views.

But the real highlight? Stumbling upon this gorgeous, thatched
house being spruced up by a crew of skilled craftsmen. We didn't
exactly become experts in thatching, but the homeowner was
super friendly as we admired their stunning garden and was
thrilled to have the 10 of us descend on him!

Oh, and Stansted has this amazing bronze statue honouring
soldiers from World War I. A bronze statue of a man, naked
except for a belt cloth, stands with his left foot forward and both
arms raised high carrying a large palm, it is in a lovely green
surrounded by flowers and is very well maintained. It turns out,
getting that statue from Budapest to Stansted Kent, was not as
easy as it sounds—there were a few mix-ups, like deliveries to the
wrong Stansted in Essex (shh, don't tell Ryanair!).

But you know what made the trip? The company. Chatting,
laughing, and just soaking up the countryside with our group
made it a day to remember. Stansted might be in the middle of
nowhere, but it has some hidden treasures worth discovering.
Brian

Gardening Group

Our new gardening group is now up and running.
We will be meeting on the third Friday of the month in the morning and have planned an exciting
programme of Practical Gardening, sharing ideas, tips and things for the garden and visits to local
open garden days and RHS official gardens.
We would welcome some more members to join us and if you are interested please contact us on
gardening@knoleu3a.org
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Half Day Walks 3

Roz Gooding celebrated her birthday by leading the Half Day Walks 3 on a beautiful walk
around Crockham Hill. The sun shone and she even brought us all cakes!

MOT2
We continue to hold our meetings at the Bricklayers
in Chipstead, these are well attended and a small
group of us often stay for lunch.
At the end of February a group of us went to the Stag
to see Wicked Little Letters, a very good film starring
Olivia Coleman and Jessie Buckley.
In March we visited Westminster Cathedral and had
lunch at the Brasserie at Westminster catering
college, a high class meal at a reasonable price.
In April we went to the Tudor Rose tea room in
Westerham for afternoon tea.
We are hoping to visit Hastings again in the summer

and possibly Cobham Hall and/or Gads Hill Place. Lesley Mitchinson mot2@knoleu3a.org.uk

MOT 3

In March MOT3 had lunch at The View at North Kent College and it was excellent for quality
and value. We had a three course meal for £13.50 and a glass of wine for £2.50 and it
happened to be my birthday so what a treat. They are only open for lunch on Thursday and
Friday during term time.

On the 8th March we went to the immersive experience The pyramid of Giza exhibition and it
really was an experience. I definitely felt as though I was being lifted up the side on a platform
and that if I stepped off I would fall. It also showed the preparation of a Pharaoh for burial and
there was a view from the top of the pyramid amongst other things.
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The visit to The Museum of London Docklands on the 19th of March was quite informative
about how the jewish community influenced fashion around the world. Some of the clothes
were exquisite and beautifully made and the leather goods were classic, some you would still
use now.
On the 27th of March a few of us went to hear the talk at Bat and Ball station and we all
enjoyed it and learned quite a lot about the house and the Churchill family and items from the
house were brought from the house for us to see.

In April we went to The Bob Hope Theatre in Eltham to see the musical 9-5 on the 20th. We
visited Bat and Ball Station for a talk about River Hill House and garden on the 24th and went to
The Beefeater and The Oast on the 27th.

On May 3rd we went to The Stag to see Chess. We are going to the Beefeater and The Oast to
see an Agatha Christie play, The Hollow, on the 15th, Lunch at The View again on the 24th and
there is a talk At Bat and Ball station on the 29th about Doodle bugs by Bob Ogley .

Evening Dining 1

We ate at Perfetto's in Ightham in March, Cinnamon Square at Hildenborough in April and our
next outing is to The Bell in Kemsing.
We would welcome a few new members. Contact Marian: mot3@knoleu3a.org.uk

PlayReading

This new group, now up to 10 members, continues to flourish. We meet from 2.30 to 4.30 on
the second Monday, free of all charges, in Sevenoaks Library. So far we have enjoyed ‘Fawlty
Towers’, ‘Noises Off’, ‘Blackadder’, and ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’. The May choice is ‘The
Importance of Being Earnest’ and Alan Ayckbourn’s ‘Confusions’ is due for June.
playreading@knoleu3a.org.uk

Knitting and Crafts for Charity

One of our members, Lesley, made a
number of hexagonal English paper
pieced flowers during lockdown, which
she passed on to me as I am the sewer
in the group to see if I could do anything
with them. I made a cushion cover, a
couple of padded pot stands and 2 oven
pads. These items went to the shop in
Maidstone, where they sell handmade
items for charity.

We have plenty of room for new
members. We are predominantly knitters
and one sewer. I don’t drag my sewing machine to our meetings but take some hand sewing or
finishing instead and leave the machine sewing to at home between meetings.
knitting2@knoleu3a.org.uk
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London Studies 8

Visited Battersea Power Station on the 2nd May and took the lift up the chimney to the top. A
fantastic view, despite the misty conditions, and a magnificent transformation of the entire area.
There is a small museum, which covers the history of the building from its inception, which we
were able to read before entering the lift. Once we were down at ground level again we sought out
the obligatory coffee outlet - Starbucks! - before exploring the shops, restaurants etc. Some of
the group also managed a walk along the river to seek out more cafes. Well worth a visit.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A Reminder!

Your membership renewal will be due on the 1st July. We hope that as many members as possible
will renew through the website as many of you did last year.

It greatly relieved the administrative burden on the membership secretary and treasurer.
More detailed instructions will be sent out to all members nearer the time.

Please do not try to pay before the 1st July.
We shall be setting the cost of membership at the AGM in June.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

20 May Gilly Halcrow – Whatever happened to Christopher Robin
24 June 16th AGM – Speakers from our own study groups

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Copy date for the next Newsletter : 10 July 2024 newsletter@knoleu3a.org.uk
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